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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yugi et al (JP 20021 1 21 76) in view of Heiles (US 6937275) 

Regarding claim 1, Yugi et al discloses a recording apparatus for recording 
pictures taken to a recording medium, said recording apparatus comprising setting 
accepting sections for accepting a first managing criterion set as a reference recording 
size for use in recording said pictures taken to said recording medium (paras 0022 and 
0023 illustrate recording size) 

However Yugi et al does not disclose a second managing criterion set as another 
reference recording size formed by an integral multiple of said reference recording size 
under said first managing criterion. 

On the other hand Heiles teaches a second managing criterion set as another 

reference recording size formed by an integral multiple of said reference recording size 

under said first managing criterion (col 3, lines 7 to col 4 line 35 illustrate integral 

multiple of recording size) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention to incorporate a second managing criterion set as another reference 
recording size formed by an integral multiple of said reference recording size under 
said first managing criterion as taught by Heiles in the system of Yugi et al in order to 
create a number of thumbnail images corresponding to one of the image files. 

Regarding claim 2, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, further 
comprising a section for detecting an available capacity of said recording medium 
(paras 0022 and 0023) wherein said setting accepting section accepts the settings of 
said first managing criteria within a range of said available capacity (paras 0025 and 
0026) 

However Yugi et al does not disclose setting accepting section accepts the 
settings of second managing criteria within a range of said available capacity. 

On the other hand Heiles teaches setting accepting section accepts the settings 
of second managing criteria within a range of said available capacity (col 3, lines 7 to 
col 4 line 35 illustrate integral multiple of recording size) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate setting accepting section accepts the settings of second 
managing criteria within a range of said available capacity as taught by Heiles in the 
system of Yugi et al in order to create a number of thumbnail images corresponding to 
one of the image files. 

Regarding claim 3, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus , wherein said 
setting accepting section displays said first managing criterion which may be set in view 
of said available capacity, before accepting the setting of said first managing criterion 
(paras 0022 to 0025) 

Regarding claim 4, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, wherein said 
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setting accepting section displays a multiple of said first managing criterion which was 
set and accepted (paras 0022 to 0025 illustrate multiple criteria) 

However Yugi et al does not disclose representative of said second managing 
criterion which may be set, before accepting the setting of said second managing 
criterion. 

On the other hand Heiles teaches representative of said second managing 
criterion which may be set, before accepting the setting of said second managing 
criterion (col 3, lines 7 to col 4 line 35 illustrate integral multiple of recording size) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate representative of said second managing criterion which may be 
set, before accepting the setting of said second managing criterion as taught by Heiles 
in the system of Yugi et al in order to create a number of thumbnail images 
corresponding to one of the image files 

Regarding claim 5, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, further 
comprising data size setting sections for setting a data size for said pictures taken, 
wherein said setting accepting sections displays said first and/or said second managing 
criterion which may be set in view of said data size set by said data size setting 
sections, before accepting the settings of said first and/or said second managing 
criterion (paras 002 - 0025) 

Regarding claim 6, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, wherein said 
data size setting sections serves as resolution setting sections for setting a resolution 
for said pictures taken (paras 002 - 0025) 

Regarding claim 7, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, wherein said 
data size setting section serves as data compressing section for compressing said 
pictures taken as data, and wherein said data compressing section sets said data size 
by having compression rates changed for the data compression (paras 0018 - 0020 
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and 0028 - 0029 illustrate data compression) 

Regarding claim 8, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, further 
comprising section for displaying the settings of said data size setting section (para 
0013, 0022 and 0031 illustrate displaying and choosing the data size) 

Regarding claim 9, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, wherein said 
pictures taken are made up of still pictures taken (paras 0029, 0030, 0036, 0038, 0040 
to 0044 and 0046 illustrate still pictures) wherein said first managing criterion is the 
number of said still pictures to be recorded (paras 0022 - 0025) and wherein said 
setting accepting section accepts said number of said still pictures to be recorded as the 
setting of said first managing criterion (paras 0022 - 0025) 

However Yugi et al does not disclose a multiple of said number of said still 
pictures to be recorded as the setting of said second managing criterion. 

On the other hand Heiles a multiple of said number of said still pictures to 

be recorded as the setting of said second managing criterion (col 3, lines 7 to col 4 line 

35 illustrate integral multiple of recording size) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 

invention to incorporate a multiple of said number of said still pictures to be recorded 

as the setting of said second managing criterion as taught by Heiles in the system of 

Yugi et al in order to create a number of thumbnail images corresponding to one of the 

image files 

Regarding claim 10, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, wherein said 
setting accepting section displays a plurality of picture counts to choose from, and 
accepts the selected picture count as the setting of said first managing criterion (paras 
0022 - 0025 illustrate plurality of picture counts) 

Regarding claim 11, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, wherein said 
pictures taken are made up of moving pictures taken (paras 0029, 0036, 0038 and 0041 
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to 0045 illustrate animation as moving pictures) wherein said first managing criterion is 
a recording time for recording said moving pictures (para 0038) and wherein said setting 
accepting section accepts a multiple of said recording time as the setting of said second 
managing criterion (para 0038 illustrates animation as the second mode) 

Regarding claim 12, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, wherein said 
setting accepting section displays a plurality of recording times to choose from, and 
accepts the selected recording time as the setting of said first managing criterion (para 
0040 illustrates choosing recording times for animation) 

Regarding claim 13, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, wherein said 
first and said second managing criteria are recorded to said recording medium; and 
wherein, upon resumption of the recording of said pictures taken to said recording 
medium, said setting accepting section acquires said first and said second managing 
criteria from said recording medium instead of obtaining the criteria through acceptance 
of the settings thereof (rejected based on claim 1 and 2 above) 

Regarding claim 14, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus picture-taking 
section further comprising for outputting said pictures taken, wherein said recording 
medium is removably retained (para 0027, SD card is removable) 

Regarding claim 15, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, further 
comprising picture taking section for outputting said pictures taken (see claim 1 above) 
except for wherein said recording medium is placed in an external device accessible for 
data communication in either wired or wireless fashion 

However Heiles teaches wherein said recording medium is placed in an 
external device accessible for data communication in either wired or wireless 
fashion (fig 6, 606 and fig 8, 806 illustrate digital camera and computer program wired 
uploading means) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention to incorporate wherein said recording medium is placed in an external device 
accessible for data communication in either wired or wireless fashion as taught by 
Heiles in the system of Yugi et al in order to create a number of thumbnail images 
corresponding to one of the image files 

Regarding claim 16, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus (see claim 1 
above) except for wherein said pictures taken are acquired through data communication 
in either wired or wireless fashion. 

However Heiles teaches wherein said pictures taken are acquired through 
data communication in either wired or wireless fashion (fig 6, 606 and fig 8, 806 
illustrate digital camera and computer program wired uploading means) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate wherein said pictures taken are acquired through data 
communication in either wired or wireless fashion as taught by Heiles in the system of 
Yugi et al in order to create a number of thumbnail images corresponding to one of the 
image files 

Regarding claim 17, Yugi et al discloses the recording apparatus, further 
comprising sound acquiring section for acquiring sounds related to each of said pictures 
taken; wherein said sounds acquired by said sound acquiring section are recorded in 
conjunction with said pictures taken; and wherein the setting of at least said first 
managing criterion is accepted by additionally taking into account a recording size 
reflective of said sounds (paras 0029 and 0030 illustrate music associated with picture) 

Claim 18 is rejected based on claim 1 above 

Claim 19 is rejected based on claim 2 above 

Claim 20 is rejected based on claim 5 above 

Claim 21 is rejected based on claim 5 and 8 above 

Claim 22 is rejected based on claim 8 above 
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Claim 23 is rejected based on claim 9 above 
Claim 24 is rejected based on claim 10 above 
Claim 25 is rejected based on claim 11 above 
Claim 26 is rejected based on claim 12 above 
Claim 27 is rejected based on claim 13 above 
Claim 28 is rejected based on claim 17 above 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure 

Kara et al (US 5541656) discloses digital camera with separate function and 
option icons and control switches 

Ogawa et al (US 6603506) discloses Digital image-sensing apparatus and 
control method therefor 

Takahashi et al (US 2004/0061797) discloses Digital camera 

Tatamiya (US 2004/0183934) discloses Digital camera and mobile equipment 
with photographing and displaying function 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed Y. Hasan whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1082. The examiner can normally be reached on 9/8/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IS. Y. H./ 
05/21/2009 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



